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I    congratulate   the   city   of   Port   Harcourt, 


Rainbow    Book    Club    in    particular,    for    this 

honor  which  they  have  brought,  not  only  to 
the  nation  but  to  the  African  continent.  This 

i 

recognition      indicates      very      clearly      that 

something   at  least  is  going  right  in 

Nigeria,       despite       the       avalanche       of 
negativities". 


Professor  Wole  Soyinko,  Nobel  Laureate 
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C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


H.E.  Rt.  Hon.  Chibuike  Amaechi 

Executive  Governor  of  Rivers  State 
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C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


Engr.  Tele  Ikuru  \j\/ 

Deputy  Governor  of  Rivers  State  /\ 

Chairman,  Port  Harcourt  World  Book  Capital  2014  Committee 
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C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


A  CALL  TO  PARTNER 


I  am  excited  to  offer  you  an  opportunity  to  partner  with  us  as  we  prepare  for  Port 
Harcourt's  special  tenure  as  World  Book  Capital  2014.  With  the  theme:  Books :  Windows 
to  our  World  of  Possibilities,  we  beat  10  other  contenders  to  clinch  the  UNESCO 
nomination. 

The  Governor  of  Rivers  State,  the  Right  Honourable  Chibuike  Amaechi,  a  Patron  of  the  Arts, 
has  set  up  a  special  committee  chaired  by  his  deputy,  His  Excellency,  Engr.  Tele  Ikuru,  to 
oversee  a  team  of  notable  men  and  women  to  deliver  a  successful  World  Book  Capital  in 
2014. 

The  city  of  Port  Harcourt,  significant  for  its  multicultural  population  and  its  status  as  the 
hub  of  the  oil-rich  Niger  Delta  region  of  Nigeria,  also  has  a  rich  heritage  in  culture  and 
literature.  Port  Harcourt  plays  host  to  the  annual  Garden  City  Literary  Festival.  For  one 
week  every  year,  the  city  focuses  on  an  exciting  range  of  activities  that  celebrates  books 
and  reading.  According  to  This  Day  Newspapers,  the  festival  is  "...arguably  the  biggest  of  its 
kind  in  sub-Saharan  Africa/' 


With  a  population  of  over  160  million,  Nigeria  accounts  for  about  a  fifth  of  the  874.8  million  people  living  in  sub- 
Saharan  Africa.  The  youth,  who  make  up  70%  of  the  population,  are  the  main  target  of  the  programmes  for  PH  World 
Book  Capital  2014.  We  believe  this  effort  at  building  our  knowledge  economy  will  have  a  catalytic  effect  on  young 
people  across  the  Niger  Delta,  Nigeria  and  sub-Saharan  Africa,  creating  an  army  of  change  agents  who  will  build  a 
peaceful,  prosperous  and  just  society,  whose  members  can  consolidate  the  gains  of  democracy. 


C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


OUR  BACKGROUND 
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The  realisation  that  we  need  to  sow  the  seeds  of  education  and  business  mindedness  in  young  Africans  has  led  to  a  call  for  'Trade  not 
Aid'.  The  PH  World  Book  Capital  2014  project  will  help  to  foster  investment  in  education.  Thus,  we  are  looking  for  partners  who  can 
see  beyond  the  limits  within  which  Africa  has  been  portrayed  to  the  possibilities  which  abound  in  her  vast  untapped 
resources.  Nowhere  is  this  more  evident  than  in  her  human  capital.  Investing  in  the  education  and  knowledge  wealth  of 
young  people  will  have  a  domino  effect  on  other  sectors,  meeting  pressing  needs  in  the  region  and  helping  to  achieve  the 
ideals  of  the  UN's  Millennium  Development  Goals. 

The  Rainbow  Book  Club  as  the  implementing  partner  of  the  PH  World  Book  Capital  City  2014  project  will  be  working  with 
partners  from  the  publishing,  bookselling  and  library  associations  as  well  as  the  social  and  private  sectors. 

Our  implementing  team  is  made  up  of  seasoned  and  highly  effective  men  and  women  to  ensure  transparency  and 
accountability.  Measures  will  be  put  in  place  for  monitoring  and  evaluation  of  our  proposed  programmes. 

Again,  2014  marks  100  years  since  Nigeria  was  formed  by  the  British  colonial  government.  This  milestone  in  our  nation's 
history  presents  a  unique  occasion  for  positive  change.  As  you  go  through  this  document,  I  hope  you  will  identify  areas  in 
whichyou  may  partner  with  us  for  change  with 'Books:  Windows  to  Our  World  of  Possibilities'. 


%o^p  %a[ango 

Project  Director,  Port  Harcourt  World  Book  Capital  2014 
Founder,  Rainbow  Book  Club 


C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


PORT  HARCOURT  WINS! ! ! 


Our  theme:  BOOKS:  WINDOWS  TO  OUR  WORLD  OF  POSSIBILITIES 


'The  City  of  Port  Harcourt  was  nominated  World  Book  Capital  201 4  on  account  of  the 


quality  of  its  programme  in  particular  its  focus  on  youth  and  the  impact 
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it  would  have  on  improving  Nigeria's  culture  of  books,  reading  writing  and 


publishing  to  improve  literacy  rates1. 


World  Book  Capital  2014  Selection  Committee 
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REACTIONS  TO  PORT  HARCOURT'S  NOMINATION 


"  We  welcome  Unesco's  recognition  of  our  collective  efforts  to  rex 

culture.  I  would  also  like  to  congratulate  The  Rainbow  Book  Club  led  by 

Mrs.  Koko  Kalango,  for  their  vision  in  moving  this  now  historic  bid  for  a  Nigerian 

city,  Port  Harcourt,  to  be  the  World  Capital  for  books,  in  the  year  of  our  beloved 

nation's  centenary" 

Dr.  Goodluck  Jonathan,  President  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Nigeria 


"We  believe  that  Port  Harcourt  is  ripe  and  ready  to  be  the  first  World  Book 
Capital  City  in  sub-saharan  Africa.  Siting  the  World  Book  Capital  City  here 
would  have  a  positive  spiraling  effect  in  every  facet  of  life  in  Nigeria  and  the 
continent  of  Africa" 

Rt.  Honouarable  Chibuike  Rotimi  Amaechi,  Governor  of  Rivers  State 
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I  extend  my  congratulations  to  the  city  of  Port  Harcourt  for  the  quality  of  its 
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to  develop  reading  for  all...  I  wholeheartedly  endorse  the  commitment  of  Port 
Harcourt  to  support  literacy  through  the  activities  organized  for  the  year". 
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unfailing  support  of  the  Rivers  State  Government  in  promoting  literary  activities, 
will  ensure  the  success  of  Port  Harcourt  as  the  World  Book  Capital  City  in  2014". 

Chief  Emeka  Anyaoku,  former  Commonwealth  Secretary-General 


©  Rainbow  Book  Club 


ABOUT  PORT  HARCOURT 
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Known  as  Nigeria's  Garden  City,  Port  Harcourt  has  long  been  a  strategic  centre  of  international  trade  and  is  the  hub  of  the  country" 
oil  and  gas  industry.  It  is  a  multicultural  melting  pot  where  a  diverse  range  of  people  from  different  cultures  and  walks  of  li 
converge. 

Port  Harcourt's  story  begins  in  1913  when  the  colonial  government  identified  the  area  as  ideal  for  the  creation  of  a  trading  port 
from  where  transportation  links  could  be  made  to  convey  goods  to  and  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  With  the  building  of  the 
railway  and  the  sea  port  came  the  creation  of  hospitals,  residential  areas  and  other  social  and  commercial  enterprises.  During  the 
1st  World  War  Port  Harcourt  served  as  an  outpost  for  transporting  coal  from  Nigeria  to  Europe  and  further  afield.  Bytheendofthe 
2nd  World  War,  the  need  for  expansion  was  clear  and  in  the  ensuing  years,  the  city  became  the  most  prosperous  metropolis  in 
Eastern  Nigeria.  It  was  initially  planned  with  beautiful  open  spaces  for  relaxation  -  hence  the  name  "Garden  City". 

The  discovery  of  oil  in  the  Niger  Delta  region  in  1956  saw  Port  Harcourt  become  home  to  a  number  of  multinational  companies.  In 
1967  when  Rivers  State  was  created  as  one  of  Nigeria's  states,  Port  Harcourt  was  chosen  as  the  state  capital  and  it  is  the  seat  of  the 
Rivers  State  government. 


The  pursuit  of  literary  and  cultural  activities  has  long  been  threaded  into  the  fabric  of  Port  Harcourt's  history  with  drama  and 
literature  events  such  as  readings  and  book  signings  being  part  of  the  social  calendar.  The  city  has  also  been  home  to  renowned 
writers  such  as  Ken  Saro-Wiwa,  Gabriel  Okara,  Ola  Rotimi  and  Elechi  Amadi.  In  recent  years  the  Garden  City  Literary  Festival  and 
the  Garden  City  Book  Fair  have  welcomed  writers  and  personalities  such  as  the  Nobel  Laureate  Wole  Soyinka,  Ngugi  wa  Thiong'o, 
Ama  Atta  Aidoo,  Veronique  Tadjo  and  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  to  the  city  to  be  part  of  exciting  events  focused  on  books  and  reading. 


C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


ABOUT  PORT  HARCOURT 
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Port  Harcourt's  history  has  not  always  been  harmonious.  In  the  late  1990s  and  early  2000s,  it  came  to  symbolize  the 
struggle  for  equitable  sustainable  development.  Years  of  underdevelopment  in  the  Niger  Delta,  which  produces  98% 
of  Nigeria's  income  led  to  the  emergence  of  activists,  the  majority  of  whom  were  young  people.  Their  initially 
peaceful  protests  turned  violent  with  attacks  on  the  infrastructure  of  the  leading  oil  companies  in  the  area.  However 
the  visionary  leadership  of  the  current  Rivers  State  administration  and  a  focus  on  engaging  the  youth  in  productive 
activities  and  addressing  the  income  gap  has  seen  Port  Harcourt  rise  from  the  ashes  to  become  a  place  of  peace  and 
stability  and  a  significant  destination  for  literary  enthusiasts. 


The  World  Book  Capital  City  2014  initiative  is  set  to  raise  the  city's  profile  even  further  and  to  maximize  the 
development  of  the  country's  most  important  asset-  its  human  capital.  The  youth  are  the  primary  focus  of  the  events 
and  we  aim  to  build  on  the  successes  of  recent  years  to  establish  literature  and  education  as  an  edifying  factor  for  Port 
Harcourt. 
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FACTS  ON  THE  WORLD  BOOK  CAPITAL  CITY  INITIATIVE 


The  Word  Book  Capital  City  (WBCC)  title  was  a  concept  initiated  by  UNESCO  in  2001  and  Madrid  (Spain)  was 
nominated  as  the  Capital  that  year.  The  Selection  Committee  also  decided  that  Alexandria  (Egypt)  would  be  the 
Capital  in  2002  and  New  Delhi  (India)in  2003  .Since  2004,  nomination  has  been  by  a  public  call  for  candidature 
After  this  successful  experience  the  UNESCO  General  Conference  adopted  the  31C/Resolution  29,  establishing  the 
yearly  nomination  of  the  World  Book  Capital  City. 
The  nomination  does  not  imply  any  financial  prize,  but  an  exclusive  symbolic  acknowledgement  of  the  best  programme 


dedicated  to  books  and  reading. 

The  WBCC  Selection  Committee  is  made  up  of  a  representative  from  UNESCO  as  well  as  the  International  Publishers 


Associations  (IPA-UIE),  the  International  Federation  of  Library  Associations  and  Institutions  (IFLA)  and  the  International 

Booksellers  Federation  (IBF) 

The  title  is  held  from  one  World  Book  and  Copyright  Day  (April  23)  to  the  next  one  (April  22) 

Port  Harcourt  will  be  World  Book  Capital  in  2014-  the  year  of  Nigeria's  centenary  celebration. 

i  U  inhOU 

Other  applicants  this  year  were  Oxford  (United  Kingdom)'  Lyon  (France),  Ganja  (Azerbaidjan),  Incheon  (Republic  of  Korea), 


D 

Moscow  (Russian  Federation),  Pula  (Coratia),  Sharjah  (United  Arab  Emirates),  Vilnius  (Lithuania  and  Yaounde  (Cameroun 
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WORLD  BOOK  CAPITAL  CITIES 
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7).2007-Bogota  (Colombia) 


Decided  By  Selection  Committee  (without  Public  Bid) 


1).  2001 -Madrid  (Spain) 


^ 


2).  2002-Alexandria  (Egypt) 


3).  2003-New  Delhi  (India) 


Nominated  By  Selection  Committee  (by  Public  Bid) 


4).  2004-Antwerp  (Belgium) 


5).  2005-Montreal  (Canada) 


6).2006-Turin  (Italy) 
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8).  2008-Amsterdam  (Netherlands) 


9).2009-Beirut  (Lebanon) 


10).  2010-Ljubljana  (Slovenia) 


1 1).  201 1 -Buenos  Aires  (Argentina) 


12).  2012-Yerevan  (Armenia) 


13).  2013-Bangkok  (Thailand) 


14).  2014-Port  Harcourt  (Nigeria)  I 
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CANDIDATE  CITIES  FOR  2014 
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For  the  first  time  since  the  institution  of  the  UNESCO  World  Book  Capital, 
1 1  cities  of  the  world  put  in  bids: 
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C)  Rainbow  Book  Clu 


A  RICH  LITERARY  HERITAGE 


Storytelling  is  deeply  rooted  in  Nigerian,  nay  African  culture  and  the  oral  storytelling  traditions  of  days  gone  by  have 
translated  into  a  rich  history  of  world  acclaimed  literature  that  we  are  extremely  proud  of.  Nigeria  is  the  birthplace  of  Wole 
Soyinka,  the  first  African  Nobel  Laureate,  and  of  Chinua  Achebe,  the  recently  deceased  author  of  Things  Fall  Apart,  one  of 
the  most  popular  books  to  come  out  of  the  African  continent,  as  well  as  the  poet  John  Pepper-Clark. 


Before  Nigeria's  independence  in  1960,  writers  such  as  Gabriel  Okara,  Amos  Tutuola,  T.  M  Aluko  and  James  Ene  Henshaw 
had  begun  to  draw  attention  to  the  nation's  literary  talent  with  works  such  as  Tutuola's  unique  The  Palmwine  Drinkard  and 
Henshaw's  acclaimed  This  is  Our  Chance.  After  independence  talented  novelists,  playwrights  and  poets  like  Buchi  Emecheta 
,  Femi  Osofisan  and  Niyi  Osundare  gained  global  attention  giving  the  world  an  understanding  of  the  African  voice.  This  voice 
tells  of  the  African  experience  and  Nigeria's  writers  have  chronicled  such  nation-changing  events  as  colonialism,  the 
assimilation  of  new  religions,  the  devastation  of  the  Nigerian  civil  war  and  the  reality  of  modern  Nigerian  life. 


In  recent  years,  a  new  generation  of  writers  have  gained  respect  on  the  international  literary  scene.  In  1991,  Ben  Okri  won 
the  Booker  Prize  for  his  novel  The  Famished  Road  and  Chimamanda  Adichie  was  awarded  the  Orange  Prize  for  Fiction  for  her 
books  Half  of  a  Yellow  Sun  .  Other  writers  making  a  name  for  themselves  include  a  Commonwealth  Writers  Prizewinner; 
Adaobi  Tricia  Nwaubani,  the  author  of  I  Do  Not  Come  to  You  By  Chance,  which  highlights  the  notorious  international  email 
scam  industry,  Uwem  Akpan,  whose  poignant  novel  Say  You're  One  of  Them  was  chosen  for  Oprah  Winfrey's  Book  Club  in 
2009,  Caine  Prize  winner  Helon  Habila  and  Chika  Unigwe,  whose  novel  On  Black  Sisters  Street  deals  with  the  difficult  topic  of 
African  prostitutes  living  in  Europe.  These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  promising  voices  coming  out  of  Nigeria  today. 


Not  only  do  these  writers  draw  the  world's  attention  to  Nigerian  literature,  they  also  help  give  the  reader  a  deeper 
understanding  of  the  highs  and  lows  of  Nigerian  life  and  they  show  the  amazing  spirit  and  positivism  of  the  Nigerian  people. 


C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


A  SIGNIFICANT  VICTORY 
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PORT  HARCOURT  IS: 


The  first  World  Book  Capital  City  in  sub-Saharan  Africa. 


The  first  ever  World  Book  Capital  City  in  Africa  to  be  nominated  by  public  bid 
The  second  ever  World  Book  Capital  City  in  Africa  after  Alexandria  (Egypt) 


C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


PROPOSED  PROGRAMMES  FOR  PH  WBC  2014 


The  line-up  of  programmes  and  activities  billed  for  PH  WBC  2014,  are  carefully  crafted  for  lasting  impact.  This  wide 
variety  of  programmes  makes  for  participation  from  a  broad  and  varied  range  of  the  society. 


Events  for  Youth  and  Children 

The  exciting  array  of  children  and  youth  programmes  include  The  Rainbow 
ReadingTree;  a  graded  reading  programme  for  primary  school  students,  the 
'Walking  Book',  designed  to  foster  creative  writing  skills  amongst 
secondary  school  students,  book  clubs  and  drama  performances.  There 
would  also  be  readings  with  role  models  who  would  use  their  celebrity 
status  to  shine  the  spotlight  on  one  of  Africa's  biggest  setbacks;  illiteracy. 
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Events  for  Writers 

Writers  would  constitute  an  integral  part  of  the  programme  such  as 
discussions  on  the  book-of-the-month,  Meet-the-author  sessions,  book 
signings,  facilitating  of  Writers'  Workshops  as  well  as  involvement  in 
various  symposia.  Also  planned  is  a  year  long  writers  residency 
programme. 


C)  Rainbow  Book  Club 


PROPOSED  PROGRAMMES  FOR  PH  WBC  2014 


Community  Involvement 

There  are  plans  to  open  a  library  complex  as  well  as  support  existing 
school  and  community  libraries  through  book  donations  from 
individuals,  organizations  and  businesses.  Also  lined  up  are  several 
programmes  to  drive  traffic  to  the  libraries,  including  adult  literacy 
programs.  The  unveiling  of  the  'Ken  Saro-Wiwa  Square  in  memory  of 
this  writer  and  other  fallen  Nigerian  writers ,  would  further  strengthen 
community  participation. 


Arts  and  Culture 

A  PH  World  Book  Capital  2014  theme  song  would  be  composed  and 
performed  by  leading  Nigerian  musicians  and  artists.  The  annual  Garden 
City  Literary  Festival  and  Book  Exhibition  would  be  an  important  part  of  the 
year's  activities.  Other  activities  throughout  the  year  will  include  drama 
performances,  a  monthly  TV  game  show  centered  around  the  book-of-the- 
month  with  similar  discussions  holding  on  radio  and  on-line. 


©  Rainbow  Book  Club 


PROPOSED  PROGRAMMES  FOR  PH  WBCC  2014 


Capacity  Building  and  Development 

Leading  up  to  and  during  the  PH  WBC  year,  there  would  be  a  series  of  trainings 
for  the  organizer,  volunteers,  teachers,  librarians  for  programmatic  activities 
such  as  the  Rainbow  Reading  Tree,  Book  Clubs  and  the  adult  literacy  programs. 
Those  trained  would  be  empowered  to  translate  the  knowledge  acquired  into 
their  different  communities,  with  'each  one  reaching  one'.  We  also  expect 
better  academic  results  from  students  participating  in  these  programmes. 


Documentation  and  Publication 

Publications  planned  for  the  year  include  an  anthology  by  writers  who  are  taking 
part  in  the  residency  programme,  the  'Walking  Book1  which  will  'travel'  to  selected 
schools  in  the  6  geo-political  zones  of  Nigeria  with  each  school  writing  a  chapter,  an 
expanded  version  of  our  book  Nigerian  Literature:  A  Coat  of  Many  Colours,  to 
feature  100  writers  as  we  mark  Nigeria's  centenary  as  well  as  training  manuals  for 
setting  up  book  clubs,  implementing  the  Rainbow  Reading  Tree  and  running  adult 
literacy  classes. 

Recognitions  and  Rewards 

Besides  the  Rainbow  Reading  Tree  where  children  will  be  rewarded  on  completion  of 
each  stage,  the  closing  ceremony  will  also  be  a  time  for  recognising  all  those  who 
contributed  to  the  success  of  Port  Harcourt  World  Book  Capital  2014.  Categories  for 
recognition  will  include;  Best  performing  Book  Club,  Most  active  Volunteer,  Top 
three  sponsors,  most  distinguished  Ambassadors  of  PH  WBC  2014 
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FINANCIAL  REQUIREMENT  PROJECTION 


Financial  Requirement  Projection 


1% 


4%     3%2%/f0% 


Library  Development 

Children  and  Youth  Programmes 

Capacity  Development 

Project  Office  and  Administration 

Communication,  Branding  and 
Publicity 

Arts  and  Culture 


Documentation  and  Publications 


Authors  and  Writers 


Total  Cost:  $39. 6m 


■  Recognition  and  Awards 
Ceremonies 
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PARTNERS  FOR  CHANGE 


I   redible  Partnership: 

[e  PH  WBCC  Committee  which  is  chaired  by  the  Deputy  Governor  ol 

the  state  would  be  working  with  an  Implementing  Team  made  up  o 

people  from  the  private  and  the  public  sector  to  enable  effective 

management  and  governance  of  the  act       es  for  the  year  to  ensure 

transparency  and  accountability.  In  addition,  the  Committee  will 

develop  tools  for  monitoring  and  evaluating  the  impact  of  the 

programmes,  ensuring  sustainability  beyond  2015. 
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Future  Leaders: 

Improved  literacy 

amongst  young  people 

who  are  the  focal  point  of 

our  work,  should  result  in 

the  emergence  of  a 

generation  that  is 

enlightened  and  who,  with 

better- informed  choices, 

should  be  able  to  provide 

responsible  leadership  in 

every  sphere  of  life. 


Region  of  focus: 

The  Niger  Delta  has  been  a  socio-political  theatre  of  sorts  in  Nigeria,  attracting  the  world's  attention  over 
several  decades  to  issues  around  oil  and  gas  exploration,  poverty,  security  and  environmental  challenges. 
This  region  stands  to  benefit  immensely  from  developmental  efforts  such  as  the  WBCC  represents  which 
should  in  turn  provide  solution  to  some  of  her  peculiar  challenges. 
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Creative  Economy: 

In  a  world  driven  by  innovation  and  ideas,  creativity  is  a 
great  asset.  PH  WBCC  presents  an  opportunity  to 
harness  sub-Saharan  Africa's  rich  and  varied  creative 
potential  for  translation  into  tangible  economy  benefits. 
This  programme  should  enhance  cross-cultural 
interaction  and  cross-fertilization  of  ideas  amongst  sub- 
Saharan  Africa  artists  and  their  counterparts  around  the 
world,  to  drive  another  level  of  international  relations 
with  economic  gain.  \  ^ 
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Education  is  an  essential  building  block  of 
any  society.  When  a  people  are 
[lightened  through  literacy,  this  should 
translate  into  mental  empowerment  for  the 
local  population  and  indirectly  promo 
^  economic  growth  which  should  help 
ensure  political  stability 
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The  rich  and  wide  variety  of 

programmes  planned  to  run  through 

the  WBC  year  have  been  arranged  to 

draw  participation  from  a  vast  sector  of 

the  society.  Participation  will  include 

players  in  the  book  chain  industry,  the 

education  sector,  members  of  Nigeria's 

vibrant  entertainment  industry  and 

other  stakeholders  in  the  public, 

private  and  civil  society  with  some 

programmes  airing  on  TV  and  radio  to 

enable  a  grassroot  involvement  anc]^ 
^i  benefit. 


Enduring  Development: 

Increasing  literacy  means  contributing  to  the 
knowledge  bank  of  the  society.  Trainings  are 
planned  for  knowledge  transfer  to  the  host 
communities;  this  should  encourage  ownership 
from  the  local  people  and  a  resulting 
sustainability. 
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The  following  are  some  organizations  who  have  supported  our  implementing  partners  (The  Rainbow  Book  Club)  in  the  past, 
We  plan  to  reach  out  to  them  and  to  many  others  to  support  the  Port  Harcourt  World  Book  Capital  2014  project. 
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United  Nations 

Educational,  Scientific  and 

Cultural  Organization 


BRITISH 
COUNCIL 


«MH. 
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BRITISH  AIRWAYS 
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Guaranty  Trust  Bank 


UBA& 

United    Bank    for    Africa 
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IMPLEMENTING  TEAM 


Koko  Kalango  is  the  Programme  Director  of  the  Port  Harcourt  World  Book  Capital  2014 
project  and  the  founder  of  the  Rainbow  Book  Club.  In  her  teenage  years  she  emerged  a  prize 
winner  of  the  MOBIL  National  Essay  Competition  with  the  title  'What  Can  I  do  for  my 
Country?'  and  represented  Nigeria  at  the  Kirby  Smith  Youth  Camp  organised  by  the  Lion's 
Club  in  Arizona  for  promising  leaders.  After  spending  five  years  writing  a  weekly  lifestyle 
column  in  This  Day  Newspapers,  she  founded  the  Rainbow  Book  Club  and  kicked  off  the  'Get 
Nigeria  Reading  again!'  campaign  in  2005.  In  recognition  of  her  work,  she  was  invited  to 
serve  on  the  READ  Campaign  of  the  Federal  Ministry  of  Education  (in  2007)  and  sponsored  by 
the  British  Council  to  represent  Nigeria  at  the  Edinburgh  International  Book  Festival  (2010). 
Koko  is  the  Festival  Director  of  the  Garden  City  Literary  Festival.  A  graduate  of  French  from 
the  University  of  Benin  and  International  Relations  from  the  University  of  Lancaster,  Koko 
has  also  been  a  member  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  International  Affairs  as  well  as  the  Royal 
African  Society. 


Noble  Pepple  is  Executive  Director/CEO  of  the  Rivers  State  Sustainable  Development 
Agency(RSSDA).  He  studied  Business  Administration  atthe  Rivers  State  University  of  Science 
and  Technology,  Port  Harcourt  and  Environment  and  Development  from  the  London  School 
of  Economics.  Noble  joined  the  Shell  Petroleum  Development  Company(SPDC)  Limited  in 
1988  and  has  held  several  positions  of  managerial  responsibility  in  Community  Relations, 
Public  &  Government  Affairs,  Sustainable  Development,  Communications,  Issues 
Management  and  a  number  of  special  management  projects.  Between  1997  and  2003, 
Noble  worked  at  the  Shell  Corporate  Headquarters  in  London.  In  2009  he  was  seconded  to 
the  RSSDA  from  SPDC. 
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Implementing  team 


Ndidi  Nwuneli  is  the  co-founder  of  AACE  Foods  and  Director  of  Sahel  Capital.  She  started  her 
career  as  a  management  consultant  with  McKinsey  &  Company,  working  in  their  Chicago, 
New  York  and  Johannesburg  offices.  She  returned  to  Nigeria  and  established  NIA  and  LEAP 
Africa,  both  not  for  profit  organisations  which  seek  to  raise  a  crop  of  effective  African  leaders 
through  training  and  coaching.  LEAP  also  conducts  leadership  research  and  has  published 
numerous  books  on  succession,  governance,  ethics  and  leadership.  Ndidi  holds  an  MBA  from 
the  Harvard  Business  School  and  received  a  B.Sc.  Hons.  from  the  Wharton  School  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  She  serves  on  numerous  international  boards  including  USAID's 
Advisory  Committee  on  Voluntary  Foreign  Aid  (ACVFA)  and  the  World  Economic  Forum's 
Global  Agenda  Council  on  New  Models  of  Leadership. 
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Igoni  Barret  was  born  in  1979  in  Port  Harcourt.  In  2005,  he  won  the  BBC  World  Service 
short  story  competition  for  one  of  the  stories  which  featured  in  his  well-received  collection: 
From  Coves  of  Rotten  Teeth.  He  has  worked  on  the  editorial  team  of  Farofina  magazine  and 
is  the  founding  organizer  of  the  Book  Jam  reading  series  in  Lagos,  Nigeria.  He  has  been 
awarded  the  Chinua  Achebe  Center  Fellowship,  Norman  Mailer  Center  Fellowship  and  a 
residency  at  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  Bellagio  Center  in  Italy.  Barrett's  new  collection  of 
stories,  Love  Is  Power,  Or  Something  Like  That,  is  due  to  be  published  in  the  UK  and  US  in 
2013. 
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Implementing  team 
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Judy  Nwanodi  graduated  from  Northwestern  University,  USA  in  1956  and  proceeded  to 
the  University  of  Oxford  from  where  the  earned  a  B.A.  Hons.  Geography  in  1958.  In  her 
over  5  decades  of  residence  in  Port  Harcourt,  she  has  held  several  jobs  and  appointments 
in  the  educational  sector  in  Rivers  State  .  Mrs.  Nwanodi  is  one  of  the  first  of  nine  life 
members  of  the  Rivers  State  branch  of  the  National  Council  of  Women's  Society.  She  is  also 
a  member  of  Nigerwives,  an  organisation  of  foreign  born  women  living  in  Nigeria,  married 
to  Nigerians  .One  of  her  hobbies  is  local  history  and  she  has  lived  in  Port  Harcourt  since 
1959. 
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Anthony  Epelle  is  the  CEO  of  Samuelson  Consulting  and  Chairman  of  the  CIBN  Syndicate 
Group  on  Human  Capital  Development.  His  work  experience  spans  30  years,  as  a 
Chartered  Accountant,  Certified  Trainer,  Consultant  and  Project  Management  expert. 
Tony  served  as  the  pioneer  Managing  Director  of  Partnership  Savings  &  Loans  Limited  and 
Haggai  Investment  and  Trust  Company  Limited.  A  regular  Columnist  in  Business  Day 
Newspapers,  Epelle  has  a  BScin  Economics  from  the  University  of  Ibadan  and  holds  a  Post- 
Graduate  Diploma  in  Theology  and  Leadership  Studies. 


Effie  White  has  a  B.A.  in  Economics  from  the  University  of  Leeds  and  an  MA  in  Television 
Journalism  from  Nottingham  Trent  University.  She  has  extensive  experience  in  the  media, 
working  initially  in  advertising  with  newspapers  such  as  the  Financial  Times  before  forging 
a  career  as  a  journalist  in  radio  and  television  in  the  UK.  She  is  co-founder  of  the  Hope  Alive 
Foundation,  a  charity  aimed  at  making  education  accessible  for  communities  in 
underprivileged  areas. 
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"It  is  our  hope  that  this  commemorative  book  will  not  just  be  a  pat  on  the 
back  for  those  being  lauded  but  that  it  would  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  the 
next  generation  of  writers  and  readers". 

From  the  Foreword  by  Dr.  Goodluck  Ebele  Jonathan,  GCFR,  President  of 
the  Federal  Republic  of  Nigeria. 


"I  believe  that  a  writer  is  one  whose  views  are  shaped  by  complex 
environmental  and  economic  reality.  Literature  for  a  writer  is  about  himself 
or  herself  and  society". 

From  the  Introduction  by  Rt.  Hon.  Chibuike  Rotimi  Amaechi,  CON, 
Executive  Governor  of  Rivers  State. 
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